Charge to the Jury.
Mr Jtutice Darling
quite voluntarily and without being questioned." As magistrates7
clerk he would necessarily know all about'making a statement to
the police, and this is what he says he stated. " In January,
11921, I made a further purchase of a quarter of a pound of arsenic
at Mr. Davies's shop. A small amount of this was used as a
weed-killer after being boiled with caustic soda by myself. It
was not a success, which explains why I have some felt at mv
house. When I purchased this arsenic it was mixed with char-
coal. I am keeping this to make a further trial later on.
When I spoke of it being the only arsenic I had, I had quite
forgotten the arsenic in the bureau that relates to this/' After
the statement he said this, " The cupboard where I kept the
arsenic at my house (not in the bureau) contains boot-cleaning
materials, and is unlocked. Nobody in the house, as far as I
know, is aware of the presence of arsenic in the house. This
arsenic I speak of is the only poison in my possession anywhere,
excepting, of course, any contained in medicine. I have a medi-
cine chest in my bedroom."
A day or two ago there was produced about 2 ounces of arsenic
which was in the bureau. He had given no account whatever of
white arsenic to the police—not a bit. We must think presently
why that arsenic never was mentioned. I will go on. He said,
" The next day—the 1st January this year—I saw my solicitor,
Mr. Matthews, and made a communication to him. In my office
the police took my coat and put the letters from my pocket in a
brown paper parcel. I was not then aware that there was arsenic
in my pocket. Manuscripts and letters I took from my pocket,
and there were two purely business letters and telegrams. I
wished to look at the business letters then in my pocket, and I did
so. For the first time since June, when I turned over the letters
I saw that small packet (exhibit No. 32). It lay apart in the
flap of the envelope. There was a recipe for making weed-killer/'
That is exhibit No. 64=. " I told Mr. Crutchett where to find
exhibit No. 64 immediately after making the statement.'^
Now he dealt, of course, with the whole case—his wife's will
and so on, and that I am not going into; but with regard to
the history of arsenic he says, " In June, 1921, Miss Pearce
was with me in my study at Mayfield. I then had a 4-ounce
packet of white arsenic. I think there was a string round it."
The jury saw it in the drawer of the bureau yesterday. " I had
taken it from the cupboard in the study about the middle of
May, 1921; and then I put it into the bureau and divided it
into'two portions, and of one I made about twenty little packets
in the study at Mayfield. I divided it with my penknife, and
used all of that except the one found on me." I do not know
if you believe that. He took it out and on the same evening
he used them all. If you want to poison dandelions, do you want
twenty little packets? He says he thought he had poisoned the
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